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MO B-A R C E x. 


a Ir was not againſt Lewis XVI. but 
<« againſt the deſpotic principles of the Go- 
« yernment that the nation revolted. Theſe 
« principles had not their origin in him, but 
« in the original eſtabliſhment, many centu- 
« ries back; and they were become too 
e deeply rooted to be removed, and the 
% Augean ſtable of paraſites and plunderers 
«+ too abominably filthy to be cleanſed by any 
thing ſhort of a complete and unrver/al revo- 
« Jution. When ir becomes neceſſary to do a 
A 3 + thing, 
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te thing, the whole heart and ſoul ſhould go 
e into the meaſure, or not attempt it. That 
4 criſis was then arrived, and there remained 
© no choice at all but to act with determined 
« yigour, or not to act at all. The King was 
© known to be the friend of the Nation, and 
& this circumſtance was favourable to the 
&« enterpriſe. Perhaps no man, bred up in 
5+ the ſtile of an abſolute king, ever poſſeſſed 
« a heart ſo little diſpoſed to the exerciſe of 
that ſpecies of power as the preſent King 
4 of France.” 


Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, &c. &c. 


I HAVE never yet heard of more than two 
arguments to juſtify the overturning the 
French Monarchy and razing it to its founda- 
tion, in order to eſtabliſh, in its ſtead, a 
Republic upon democratical principles. The 
one is the juſtification of ſelf-defence, by aſ- 
ſerting, that the Friend of the Nation, with 
Neckar till at the head of his Government, 
was plotting the demoliſhing the National Aſ- 
ſembly 
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ſembly ; that thoſe very purpoſes might, by 
violence, be fruſtrated, for which the King 
himſelf had juſt called them together, viz. the 
regeneration of the Conſtitution. The other, 
that there was no alternative left between the 
adopting the meaſures that have been purſued 
with the riſk of all their conſequences, and the 
confirmation of the old Government with all 
its abuſes The firſt argument refutes itſelf 
by i:s abſurdity ; the ſecond, by the ſlighteſt 
view of the actual circumſtances and poſition 
of the country. 


The preſſing evil that brought forward a 
criſis, which, in ſome mode or other, could 
not have been long delayed from the temper 
of the times, equally alienated from civil and 


the public revenue to anſwer the claims upon 
it; and this difficulty had thrown the Mo- 
narch, though he had been as reluctant, as he 
was in fact well diſpoſed to remedy abuſes, 
entirely into the hands of his people. His 

4 3 Govern- 
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Government could no longer proceed without 
their affiſtance, and they were in a fituation to 
ſtipulate the conditions of granting that aſſiſ- 
tance. But the King, by a ſingular good 
fortune, was himſelf ambitious of the true 
glory of reigning over a free people. His 
Munſter was as little a Richlieu or a Mazarin, 
in his principles, as he was in his capacity ; 
ſuch abilities as he had were, certainly, not 
thrown into the ſcale of deſpotiſm. The three 
orders of the States General had but one mind 
as to the regulations which they recom- 
mended to their Deputies, in ſupport of what 
they called their ancient rights, and in con- 
firmation of what they claimed as their ancient 
Conſtitution. They demanded, unanimouſly, 
the ſole power of levying taxes in what pro- 
portions, and for what term, they ſhould 
think fit, in the States General aflembled ; 
declaring, at the fame time, all other levies 
upon the ſubject unconſtitutional and illegal. 
They demanded ſecurity to their perſons 
from arbitrary impriſonment, by a law in the 

nature 
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nature of our Habeas Corpus: that all S 
Priſons ſhould be aboliſhed, which they ex- 
plain to mean, not the pulling down the brick 
and ſtone of particular places of confinement, 
but the ſuffering nobody to be committed to 
impriſonment, for ſtate offences, to any pri- 
on, but by their own proper judges : That 
the conſent of each of the three orders ſhall 
be neceſſary for giving ſanction to the law of 
the land, whilſt the executive power, with 
to be exerciſed by the Crown in the interim 
of the meeting of the Etats, and ſubje& to 
their reviſal, were of right to belong to the 
ing. Theſe, with many other outlines of a 
free government, (which as they kept the 
ceived, from time to time, whatever modifi- 
cations ſhould ſuggeſt themſelves to render 
the ſyſtem of liberty complete and perfect) 
were the unanimous demand of the whole 
nation intruſted to their Deputies, in written 
iuſtruQtions of each of the three orders, which, 
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ypder oath, thoſe Deputies engaged to carry 
into execution to the utmoſt of their power. 
The diſpoſition, then, of no claſs or order 
in the nation, rendered it neceflary to inſtitute 
a new Republican government, from the 


impoſſibility of giving to the Monarchy ſuch 


limitations, as would ſecure to every indivi- 
dual in the community the benefit of being 
equally governed by law, and defended by law, 
in the peaceable enjoyment of his life, liberty, 
and poſſeſſions; the only ſenſe, in which I 
conceive, that men can be faid to be equal, 
and the only definition I can deviſe of a free 
Government, in contra- diſtinction to arbitrary 
power. As little was the diſſolution of the 
Monarchy neceſſary, from the refuſal of the 
Monarch to acquieſce in theſe requiſitions of 
his people, or from any oppoſition, on his 
part, to the carrying them into effe& with his 
Royal ſanction. What was the caſe? Had 
the Deputies, when they aſſembled, pro- 
ceeded immediately to the diſcharge of the 
ſolemn truſt repoſed in them in their ſeveral 
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cane Frente hed" ow in lud thas » 
fortnight after their meeting, a free govern- 


ment without convulſion, without ill humour, 
without ſhocking the intereſt of a ſingle 
individual. But this would not have anſwered 
the purpoſes of modern patriotiſm, though it 


might the purpoſes of the public. The 


pride, the paſſions, and the intereſts of ambi- 
tious men, and of viſionary fanatics, loſt 
ſight of the inſtructions that had been com- 
mitted to therm. Inſtead of eſtabliſhing the 
limited monarchy recommended to their 
care, a thouſand wild ſchemes of republican 
innovation preſented themſelves to their ima- 
ginations : the Commons threw down the 
gauntlet to the other two orders, 2nd all their 
time was loſt in diſputing, caballing, attack- 
ing, and defending, till they, at length, de- 
termined to cut the knot they could not untie 
by reſolving themſelves to be King, Lords, and 
Commons, and People, altogether. 


It 
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It was the King, the father of this people, 
who came down in all the pomp of royalty, 
branches of his illuſtrious houſe, to remon- 
ſtrate againſt the ſhameful ſcandal of their 
diſſentions; to call upon them, in the name 
of his people, to diſcharge the important du- 
ties of their truſt. He laid before them, of 
his own free ofter, a plan of conſtitutional re- 
form, which embraced, nearly, every princi- 
pal object in the inſtructions of the deputies; 
and concluded by warning them, that if the 
obſtinacy of their diſputes continued to inter- 
cept the happineſs and freedom of his people, 
he ſhould feel himſelf in conſcience bound to 
enact thoſe laws by his own authority, rather 
than ſuffer the expectations of the nation to 
be fruſtrated, and deprived of the bleſſings of a 
free government. What return was made to 
ſo generous a conduct? Will poſterity be- 
lieve that the gracious interference of the ſo- 
vercign to make his people ice has been cited 
in juſtifying the neceſſity of rendering him 

the 
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the only impriſoned ſlave in his dominions. 
Scarcely did the proceſſion begin to move 
from the Portal of the aſſembly, when mur- 
mur and diſſatisfaction roſe among the mem- 
bers, and angry votes to betray a ſpirit of re- 
ſiſtance; whilſt, without doors, ſeditious and 
contemptuous expreſſions were circulated to 
the very gates of the Palace. Where then 
was their affection towards the perſon of their 
ſovereign, whoſe only crime was his ſolici- 
tude to diveſt himſelf and his ſucceſſors of 
arbitrary authority? Where their reverence 
for the ancient monarchy of France, ſo anxi- 
ouſly recommended to their care by their 
conſtituents, when even freedom, under the 
ſhape of monarchy, was rejected by them 
with diſdain and indignation ? 


| Deprived then of every argument to juſtify 
the neceſſity of forming a democracy, let us 
for a moment examine the expediency of it. 
I will not affront Mr. Paine and his party by 
quoting upon them, any authorities, ancient 

or 
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or modern, upon theſe ſubjects from the days 
of Ariſtotle, down to the exploded Mon- 
teſquieu. I well know how cheap ſuch opi- 
nions muſt be held in the eſtimation of the 
diſcoverers of the new lights. I will not re- 
fer to the experience of the paſt from the ear- 
lieſt periods of hiſtory to the preſent times; 
becauſe I am aware I can draw no fatisfaftory 
concluſions from events which have taken 
place in thoſe ages of darknefs, before the 
dawn of reaſon aroſe in our political hemiſ- 
phere, which now diſplays its dazzling bright- 
neſs; neither will I prefume to dwell upon 
the obvious diſcouragements of wwantonly ſport- 
ing with the deareſt intereſts of mankind, in 
experiments, which tend, in the firſt inſtance, 
to produce calamities of every ſpecies; out- 
rages, confiſcations, baniſhments, aſſaſſina- 
tion, maflacres, bankruptcy, and civil wars. 
I am well convinced that trifles of this ſort 
ought not to weigh a feather in the ſcale, 
when theory and ſpeculative perfection is op- 
poſed to it. No matter to what degree the 
well-being 
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well-being of the individual, man, is ſacrificed, 
if man, in the abſra®, is poſſeſſed of his inde- 


feaſible rights; he may ſtarve, or be plun- 
dered, or be murdered, by the public, or by - 
his fellow citizens; he will, and ought to 
bear all with patience, ſo as he has the ſatis- 
faction to know, that the dignity of his na- 
ture is aſſerted, that heis equally repreſented ; 
and that he has given his conſent to thoſe 
laws, by which he feels himſelf opprefled, 
and which at the fame time refuſe him their 
protection. It is of little conſequence (as 
every one knows) what are the laws of a 
country, ſo we take care only how they are 
made; and when once the rights of man are 
aſcertained, no matter what benefit he re- 
ceives from them. 


Allow me, however, to doubt whether 
mankind might not be happier, at leaſt, 
though perhaps leſs dignified, if that order was 
inverted. Whether the beſt right he has, and 
the only equality he can vindicate with truth, 
is not, the being governed equally by law, 

and 
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and having equal protection from it, what- 
ever be his condition, from the peaſant even 
down to the prince inclul.ve. 


Whether this protection will not be pro- 
portioned to the ſtrength of the government, 
and that ſtrength proportioned to the „ability 
of it? Whether the perfection of a conſtitution 
is not when it impoſes checks upon the de/be- 
rative, and affords as little check as poſſible to 
the vigour, ſecrecy, and decifion of the exe- 
cutrve power ? Whether it 1s poſſible to make a 
nation of philoſophers ; whether he is a philo- 
ſopher who thinks it is poſſible; and what 
would become of ſuch a nation, if it were 
poſſible to remove from them the influence 
of prejudice and opinion ? Whether inſtitu- 
tions which have prevailed from the firſt 
traces of civil policy amongſt mankind, do 
not ſeem to imply ſomething analogous to our 
nature, and not very repugnant to our reaſon ? 
Whether claſſes in ſociety and inequality of 
conditions, by which we are linked together 
in a gradation of mutual dependence upon 
each other in ſociety, is not, when well con- 
£dered 
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ſidered, the chief bleſſing we enjoy in it: and 
whether a ſtate of equal perfect indepen- 
dence, if we could ſuppoſe it to exiſt, would 
not place us in a fituation as miſerable as it 
would be unnatural to us ? 


« Untwiſting all the cords that tic 
*The hidden ſoul of harmony.” 


Had the revolutioniſts ſo reflected, France 
might long fince have been eſtabliſhed in 
freedom as in proſperity ; and have appeared at 
this hour as much the object of envy, as ſhe 
now is, and will long remain, the object of 
pity, and of warning to her neighbours. They 
would not have thought hereditary monarchy 
and hereditary nobility the ſupport of it, ſuch 
monſtrous abſurduies ! they would have ſeen 
in the crown ſomething more than a bauble, 
ſhewn at the Tower for fixpence ; in the laurel 
wreath, or in the mitre, in the ribbon and 
the garter, ſomething more than the play- 
things of children, or than what children ſee 
in them. A very ſuperficial reaſoner may, 

perhaps 
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perhaps, look down upon diſtinctions and ho- 
nours, and riſe high enough above the vulgar 
to defpife prejudices; but a ſtrong, ſound un- 


derſtanding fees far enough to reſpect them. 


© Take but degree away, untune that ſtring, 
And hark, what diſcord follows; each thing meets 
In mere oppugnancy. 

« Force ſhould be right; or, rather right and wrong, 
« Between whoſe endleſs jar Juſtice reſides, 

« Should loſe their name, and fo ſhould Juſtice too. 
Then every thing include itſelf in power, 

« Power into w:ill—Willinto appetite ; 

And appetite a univerſal wolf, 

« So doubly ſeconded by will and power, 

« Muſt make per force an univerſal prey, 

« And laſt eat up itſelf.” 


TROILUS and CRESSIDA. 


